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Holland’s capital is a compact, appealing city with a welcoming attitude towards visitors and a uniquely laidback, 
youthful and liberal culture. Find the heart of Amsterdam in the intimacy of its clubs and bars or its network of tree-lined 
canals and graceful gables. Notable attractions include the Anne Frank House and a world-class selection of museums 
and galleries, such as the standout Van Gogh Museum and Rijksmuseum. Other channels of entertainment are modern 
and innovative, with multimedia complexes showcasing contemporary European film, dance, drama and music.

Amsterdam

Amsterdam’s layout is 
dictated by a network of 
canals. The city centre 
is encompassed by five 
concentric canals – the 
Grachtengordel – which are 
lined with tall, beautifully 
decorated gables, reflected 
in the still waters below, 
and crossed by attractive 
humpback bridges. A canal 
boat cruise is a great, 
relaxing way to take in the 
unique atmosphere of the 
city, often known as ‘the 
Venice of the North’.

The Van Gogh Museum 
houses the world’s largest 
collection of works by Vincent 
van Gogh, including more 
than 200 paintings, 500 
drawings and 700 letters, 
as well as the artist’s own 
collection of Japanese prints. 
The museum also boasts an 
extensive collection of works 
of art by other 19th-century 
painters and sculptors.

Canal Boat Cruise Van Gogh Museum

This part of the city, known 
as De Walletjes, is to the east 
of Dam Square and fringed 
by beautiful old houses 
and narrow streets. The 
Red Light District is famous 
throughout Europe for its 
scantily and provocatively 
dressed prostitutes displaying 
themselves in ground-floor 
windows under the glow of 
neon lights. The area is also 
where the city’s steamier 
clubs and marijuana-selling 
coffee shops are located.

After a ten-year renovation 
costing €375m, the main 
building of the Rijksmuseum 
was reopened by Queen 
Beatrix in 2013. The museum 
has on display 8,000 objects 
of art and history, from a 
total collection of one million 
objects from the years 
1200–2000, among which are 
masterpieces by Rembrandt, 
Frans Hals and Johannes 
Vermeer. The museum also 
has a small Asian collection, 
which is on display in the 
Asian Pavilion.

Red Light District Rijksmuseum

Rembrandt House 
Museum

The Rembrandt House 
Museum is located in the 
former home of the famous 
Dutch painter Rembrandt 
van Rijn. Both the exterior 
and interior of the house are 
exactly the way they were 
when he lived here in the 
17th century. The intricate 
facade is decorated by 
pretty wooden shutters and 
a small pediment; inside 
is a string of period rooms 
and an adjoining modern 
wing displaying an extensive 
collection of the painter’s 
etchings.

Many important buildings 
overlook the vast, bustling 
open space of Dam Square, 
including the Royal Palace, 
the Nieuwe Kerk and the War 
Memorial. This is the real 
heart of Amsterdam, and the 
city’s name originated here 
– ‘Dam on the Amstel’ – with 
the original dam built around 
1270. Main uses of the 
square include ceremonies 
for the royal family, political 
demonstrations, street 
performance, Remembrance 
Day celebrations and social 
gatherings.

Dam Square
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Anne Frank spent two years in hiding in a house in the city, along 
with her Jewish family and several friends, in order to escape 
deportation during the Nazi occupation of The Netherlands in 
World War Two. During this time she recorded her experiences in 
her famous diary, and this fascinating and historic address, now 
a museum, gives an insight into her life during this period.

The Heineken Experience is located at one of the most 
impressive industrial heritage sites of the Netherlands: the 
original Heineken brewery in Amsterdam. Its buildings span 
two centuries, the main parts dating from 1867 (the original 
building) and 1930 (a working brewery until 1988). In this unique 
environment, you’ll experience Heineken’s rich history and the 
tradition and craft of brewing.

The Singel canal in Amsterdam is home to the Flower Market, a 
must-see attraction for every visitor and Amsterdammer.
When the diamond trade was introduced to Amsterdam in the 
16th century, the city developed into one of the world’s most 
important diamond centres. After the Second World War almost 
nothing remained of the trade. During the war more than 2000 
Jewish diamond polishers disappeared from Amsterdam into 
concentration camps in Germany and Poland.

The Erotic Museum presents a light-hearted look at erotic 
enjoyment and arts covering five floors, with displays including 
postcards, books, photographs and videos. The museum reflects 
what the Red Light District is all about.

The Sex Museum is a leading exhibition of the theme of sensual 
love, with an extensive collection of erotic pictures, paintings, 
objects, recordings, photographs and attractions. The exhibits 
can be viewed in a 17th-century property on the Damrak.

If you want to see a bit of everything, the Flea Market at 
Looiersgracht is the place to be. Located in the Jordaan area, 
you will find almost anything at this general market with its 
special atmosphere.

Right next to the Central Station is Nemo, the largest futuristic 
science centre in the Netherlands, housed in a ship-like building 
designed by Renzo Piano. Here you’ll be amazed by the world 
of science and technology and, contrary to other museums, you 
must touch the exhibits and experiment with them!

The Nine Streets is an area you should definitely not miss. It’s 
situated in the heart of the city’s canal district and forms one of 
the most delightful shopping areas. Just a short walk from the 
Dam Square, the picturesque streets straddle the canals from 
Singel to Prinsengracht.

See, feel and smell Holland in 3D! The Holland Experience 3D 
Movie Theatre lets you see the country in a way you will never 
forget. Seated on a moving platform, in the comfort of an aircraft 
seat, and with the aid of special 3D glasses, this trip through the 
Netherlands will be an exciting and surprising event. The Holland 
Experience is located at the famous Amsterdam Flea Market on 
Waterloo Square and also has an entrance at Jodenbreestraat 
next to the Rembrandt House Museum.

The Hash, Marihuana & Hemp Museum offers a fascinating 
look at the history of cannabis and is the only one of its kind in 
Europe. The museum also shows how hemp was used as a fibre 
for rope, which was key to the Dutch shipping industry.

As the evening falls, Amsterdam’s nightlife swings into action. 
Around Leidseplein you will find the Stadsschouwburg (city 
theatre) and other theatres, plenty of cafés (including the Hard 
Rock Café), restaurants, cinemas, the casino, the Lido theatre 
with its live entertainment and the two famed cultural and 
music centres, Paradiso and De Melkweg. Both offer a varied 
programme of rock, pop, dance, rap and world music.

Situated in the centre of Amsterdam, Paradiso is undoubtedly 
the temple of modern music in Holland. Housed in the converted 
church just off Leidseplein, it offers the best concerts and 
atmosphere in town. From pop to hip hop, club nights, modern 
classical music and jazz concerts, to multimedia festivals, poetry 
and films, there’s great choice.

De Melkweg is housed in a former dairy, hence the name (‘The 
Milky Way’). With over 1000 performances by bands and DJs in 
two concert halls each year, the venue is by far Holland’s most 
active club.

The Escape Venue is one of Amsterdam’s most popular clubs, 
with a capacity of well over 3000 people. At Club Arena you 
can party in an old chapel! Like Paradiso and De Melkweg, the 
multifunctional Arena hosts club nights during the weekend. 
Odeon, an elegant club in a converted 17th-century canal house, 
is very popular with students. The city’s student club, Dansen 
bij Jansen, offers various music styles including disco, pop and 
house. On the ground floor is a small dance floor, with the bar 
upstairs. Founded in 2000, Club More is one of the trendiest 
spots in Amsterdam, with an award-winning interior and a large 
variety of music styles. Contrary to the fashionable lounges 
elsewhere, it clearly focuses on dancing. Sinners in Heaven is 
Amsterdam’s one and only jet-set club, frequented by actors, 
athletes and other celebs. Come early and dress up if you want 
to get in without membership!

What else can I see and do?

Amsterdam boasts a 
superb selection of 
warmly appealing 
drinking places, from 
traditional, bare-floored 
brown cafés to designer 
bars and grand cafés


