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Bath’s elegant, golden-hued crescents and Regency townhouses are studded with plaques celebrating a host of famous 
inhabitants from its heyday as a spa resort, from author Jane Austen to painter Thomas Gainsborough. Today the 
city ranks as one of Britain’s most visited, thanks to its hot springs – the only ones in the country – which the Romans 
developed into magnificent baths. The city also offers the highly impressive architecture of Bath Abbey and Pulteney 
Bridge, and a wealth of museums. Away from Bath, the mysterious and imposing monument of Stonehenge on 
Salisbury Plain is a remarkable sight.

Visit the heart of the World 
Heritage Site. Around Britain’s 
only hot spring, the Romans 
built a magnificent temple 
and bathing complex that 
still flows with natural hot 
water. See the water’s source 
and walk where Romans 
walked on the ancient stone 
pavements. The extensive 
ruins and treasures from 
the spring are beautifully 
preserved and presented 
using the best of modern 
interpretation.

Stonehenge stands 
impressively as a prehistoric 
monument of unique 
importance, a World Heritage 
Site, surrounded by remains 
of ceremonial and domestic 
structures – some older than 
the monument itself. Many of 
these features – earthworks, 
burial mounds and other 
circular ‘henge’ monuments 
– are accessible by road or 
public footpath. Stonehenge’s 
orientation on the path of 
the rising and setting sun 
has always been one of its 
remarkable features.

The Roman Baths Stonehenge

Begun in 1499, Bath Abbey 
is the last of the great 
medieval churches of 
England. The West Front is 
unique. It depicts the dream 
that inspired the Abbey’s 
founder, Bishop Oliver King, 
to pull down the ruined 
Norman cathedral and raise 
the present building on its 
foundations. Over the past 
12 and a half centuries, 
three different churches have 
occupied the site of today’s 
abbey.

Pulteney Bridge is a rarity: it’s 
one of only four in the world 
lined by shops on both sides. It 
was built for William Pulteney, 
whose wife had inherited rural 
Bathwick across the river from 
Bath. Pulteney could see the 
potential for development, but 
first a ferry had to be replaced 
by a bridge. His architect 
Robert Adam favoured a 
Palladian design. The bridge 
has suffered so many changes 
that Adam would only 
recognise the south river front, 
yet it remains an architectural 
symbol of Bath.

Bath Abbey Pulteney Bridge

The Circus was John Wood the Elder’s masterpiece, a design of 
startling originality. Drawing his inspiration from antique models 
as far apart as the Coliseum and Stonehenge, he created a bold 
architectural statement all his own. The Royal Crescent was built to 
the designs of John Wood the Younger between 1767 and 1774 and 
is considered one of the finest achievements of urban 18th-century 
architecture, representing the highest point of Palladian architecture 
in the city. A visit to No.1 Royal Crescent, the first of the houses to 
be built, reveals the exquisite Georgian interior design with authentic 
furniture, paintings, carpets and textiles.

Celebrating Bath’s most famous resident, The Jane Austen Centre 
offers a snapshot of life during Regency times and explores how 
this magnificent city affected the author’s life and writing. ‘Live’ 
guides, costume, film, a superb gift shop and an authentic period 
atmosphere await you at this premier attraction.

The story of fashion over the last 400 years is brought alive at the 
Fashion Museum, the finest collection of fashionable garments in the 
world. Housed in Bath’s magnificent Assembly Rooms, the museum’s 
displays include 200 dressed figures to illustrate the changing styles 
in fashionable clothes from the late 16th century to the present day, 
chosen from the collection of 30,000 original items.

Britain’s original and only natural thermal spa, the Thermae Bath Spa 
at the Hetling Pump Room on Hot Bath Street is a great way to relax. 
The open-air rooftop pool boasts spectacular views over the city. 
Book your session in advance online at: www.thermaebathspa.com

Bath’s nightlife options include some great clubs, bars and venues. Take 
a visit to Qube or Po Na Na for house, funk and RnB, or to Blue Rooms 
or Babylon for more dance music. Several venues offer live music, 
including Moles, Green Park Tavern, The Bell and Porter Cellar Bar.

What else can I see and do?
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