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Wales is a country rich in history, culture and wonderful natural beauty. The Welsh language is one of the oldest in 
Europe and you will see it written on the signposts and hear it spoken in the streets. Its history tells the story of the 
Welsh fight against English occupation, dramatically illustrated by the many castles built by the English king Edward I in 
the 13th century. With over 125 miles of wonderful coastline and the Snowdonia National Park, there are few places as 
beautiful in the whole of the United Kingdom.

Llandudno, situated on the 
coast and on the edge of the 
Snowdonia National Park, 
is a wonderful example of a 
Victorian seaside town. Its 
great seafront promenade 
runs along the North Shore 
beach and is lined with rows 
of grand hotels. The Victorian 
pier, stretching out to sea, 
is the longest to be found in 
Wales. The town centre is 
home to numerous big high 
street names as well as many 
smaller independent shops. Its 
pubs, restaurants and clubs 
bring the town alive at night.

Snowdonia National Park 
is the largest (823 square 
miles) and oldest in Wales 
and boasts some of the most 
spectacular coastal and 
mountain scenery in Britain. 
Mount Snowdon at 3560ft 
(1085m) is the highest peak in 
England and Wales. It is snow-
capped for much of the year 
and can prove a real challenge 
for even the most experienced 
climbers and walkers. The 
Llanberis mountain pass 
takes traffic high through the 
park and past the Snowdon 
Mountain Railway.

Llandudno Snowdonia

The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, 
near Llangollen, built in 
1805, is the longest and 
highest aqueduct in Britain 
and together with its canal 
is a World Heritage Site. The 
aqueduct, built by Thomas 
Telford and William Jessop, 
is 1007ft (307m) long, 11ft 
(3.4m) wide and 5.25ft (1.6m) 
deep. It consists of a cast iron 
trough supported 126ft (38m) 
above the river on iron arched 
ribs carried on 19 hollow 
masonry piers, or pillars. 
Each span is 53ft (16m) wide.

Conway Castle lies within 
the small medieval walled 
town of Conway. The castle 
was constructed by Edward 
I between 1283 and 1289 as 
one of the key fortresses in 
his ‘iron ring’ of castles built 
to contain the Welsh. A castle 
tour lets you explore the huge 
towers and their battlements 
which give wonderful 
views across the Conway 
estuary and of the dramatic 
Snowdonia skyline. The 
town can also be explored, 
including the medieval walls, 
guarded by 22 towers.
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The Great Orme is the dramatic limestone headland in Llandudno 
that rises to 679ft above sea level and from the top of which can be 
enjoyed breathtaking views of Llandudno, Anglesey and Snowdonia 
and, on fine days, the Lake District National Park.

The Great Orme Tramway can take you to the top of the Great Orme. 
The cable-pulled tramway has been taking passengers on the scenic, 
one-mile journey to the summit since 1902. You can also visit the 
summit by taking the longest passenger cable car ride in Britain. 
Please note that neither the tramway nor cable car operate during 
the winter months.

Llandudno’s Victorian pier was opened in 1877 and stretches 2295ft 
out to sea. Apart from fresh air and wonderful views, the pier offers a 
fine array of shops, cafes, bars, amusements and other attractions.

The 1500-seat Venue Cymru in Llandudno is North Wales’ premier 
theatre and Mostyn is Wales’ leading gallery of contemporary art.

Anglesey, the largest island in Wales, lies across the Menai 
Straits on the North Wales coast. It is connected to the 
mainland by its two splendid Victorian bridges, the Britannia 
and the Menai Bridge. Close by is the small village of 
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch, which 
happens to have the longest place name in Britain.

The town of Caernarfon lies on the Snowdonia coastline and another 
impressive fortress constructed by Edward I is found here. Caernarfon 
Castle was built in the 1280s and stands majestic and complete to 
this day. It was here in 1969 that Queen Elizabeth II invested her 
eldest son, Prince Charles, as the new Prince of Wales.

What else can I see and do?
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